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all even as I remember it for I came hither once in the
year of the Jihad—in modern Badawin parlance the e holy
war' means Ibn Sa'ud's victorious campaign against King
Husain and his dynasty in 1924-5—when I was with a raid-
ing party and we came from the north.   By G-od, I did not
think we should come to it in this journey unless perchance
we might strike a southern tongue of it after crossing the
Shuwaikilat,1 which I reckoned to be three days' march
across.  And lo ! we have traversed it in less than two hours.
We have come up more to the northward than I reckoned.
The Sahma thrusts out long thin tongues of gravel north and
east into the sands of Shuwaikila, which thus peter out
against the plain in a ragged and untidy fringe and actually
spill over into it in occasional isolated dunes or longer patches
of the type known as Zubara.   The main plain, varying in
width from two to five miles, and even more in some parts,
appears from the distance as a great lagoon extending from
south-west to north-east and bordered by a range of dunes on
either side—Shuwaikila to the east and south and3 Awariq on
the other side, continued further west by the ranges of Bani
Ma'aridh.   Topographically the plain is merely an eastward
bulge of the vast Abu Bahr gravel steppe, and geologically it
forms a transition from the unbroken steppe to the contin-
uous and uninterrupted sands, which begin with Shuwaikila
and extend to the line of steppe which separates the Great
South Desert from the mountainous regions of Oman, Qara,
and Hadramaut. As I was afterwards to see for myself the two
sand-tracts of ' Awariq and Bam Ma'aridh are so frequently
interrupted by strips of Sahma-like character that the whole
area may be regarded as a single geographical unit of gravel
overlain in parts by dunes and sand-ridges, which will pre-
sumably in course of the ages cover the whole area with a
continuous mantle.   It is of course just possible that the
reverse process of uncovering is in operation to expose what
is to-day visible of Sahma, but on the whole it seems more
likely that the sands are increasing their depredations on
the steppe rather than losing ground. Sahma appears to
mean * streaked/ and the name fits extraordinarily well.
1 Plural of Shuwaikila.

